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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLAYHOUSE MADE BY 
FIRST-GRADE CHILDREN IN THE FRANCIS W 
PARKER SCHOOL. 

ROSE PHILLIPS and GRACE DEWEY, 

TEACHERS. 

The work in history, manual training, and applied arts, based 
on the children's interest and experience in the home and its 




Fig. i. — Plan of first floor. 

activities, centered around the making and furnishing of a doll- 
house for the kindergarten. 

During the process of construction frequent comparisons were 
made with the homes of the children, and the simple homes of 
primitive peoples. 

Attention to the arrangement of rooms in the school building 
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enabled the children to draw plans of one floor. Each drew also 
a plan of one floor in his own home. Individual plans for the 
dollhouse were then made, which were very unpractical in the 
number and arrangement of rooms. Criticism by the children 
and teachers led finally to the simple plan illustrated in Figs. 
1 and 2. 

A dry-goods box 3' long, 2! 7" wide, and 2' 8" high was 
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Fig. 2. — Plan of second floor. 



secured for the outside construction (see Plate II, A). The 
length of this was measured by the children, and planed poplar 
boards approximating the length were given them, to make ready 
for flooring. The lower floor was laid by them, the upper one 
being placed without their assistance. 

The wall partitions having been made ready in the same way, 
a variety of opinions was expressed as to size and location of 
doorways, the children often referring to the comfort of expected 



176 



THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER 



inmates. The boards were cut to admit of these spaces before 
being placed. 

The furniture-making gave much pleasure. After a talk on 
the necessity of strength and good appearance, the children offered 
their plans for a chair — with no suggestion of either of the 
above qualities in them. These plans were willingly discarded 
when a chair was shown made in the following way (Fig. 3) : 




Fig. 3. — Chair. (Stock, one-fourth inch whitewood.) 

Plans for such chairs were then made on paper from the 
following written directions : 

Draw a rectangle 6 inches long and 2^ inches wide. 

Draw a line across the center. 

Draw a line 1 inch above the center. 

Draw a line i$4 inches above the center. 

Put a dot in the middle of the center line. 

Put a dot on the line above $i of an inch from the edge. 

Put a dot on the next line above i l /i inches from the same edge. 

Put a dot on the top line ^ of an inch from the same edge. 
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By connecting these dots, as seen in the drawing above 
(Fig. 3), one side of the chair was drawn. The other half of the 
rectangle was used for the second side of the chair. This drawing 
was again made on the rectangle of wood. 

Directions were given in a similar way for all the furniture. 
The bedsteads were made from the following plan (Fig. 4) : 
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Fig. 4. — Bedstead. (Stock, three-eighths inch whitewood.) 

The dining-room and living-room tables are made on the 
same plan, except for the round top of the dining-room table 

(Fig. 5) • 

Kitchen and pantry cupboards were made from chalk-boxes 
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cut to the proper size, shelves being added. A swing-seat, see- 
saw, and sand-box for the attic playroom were also made. 

Stair-steps iy 2 inches wide were cut, and placed in step- 
ladder fashion, as follows (Fig. 6) . 

After measuring the walls of the rooms, the position and size 
of the windows were determined. Openings were made with 
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Fig. 5. — Table. (Stock, one-fourth inch whitewood.) 

augur and saw, and the glass was held in place with frames inside 
and out. 

For the papering of the walls the children and teachers were 
asked to contribute from paper remnants at home. With the aid 
of the teacher of art, a color scheme for each side of the house 
was chosen ; and the children instinctively selected small designs. 
The opinion of one child was that " big flowers would be bigger 
than the people in the house." 

In very generous response to a suggestion, the sixth grade 
painted borders in water-color for some of the rooms. The tan- 
colored walls of the living-room and dining-room are bordered 
with buttercups and cat-tails respectively ; the light-blue walls of 
the nursery, with a charming border of children at a party. Two 
of the border units which were not needed were used as wall 
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decorations; one being of a cecropia moth that came from its 
cocoon in the schoolroom. (See Plate II, B and C.) 

Mattresses, pillows, hemstitched sheets and pillowcases, 
blankets, quilts, and comforts, for two beds, were also made by 
the sixth grade. (The kindergarten will make an outfit for one 
bed.) 

Window curtains and /TT 

hemstitched linentable- a = = ./ 

cloths were as willingly made A- ^V 

by the fifth grade. (The r~~7 

sewing was begun under the /^~ / 

supervision of the grade /I.-/ 7 

teacher, but finished at /= = =/ 

home.) J=^^=/' 

Bricks for a chimney ^-^_^ 7 

were made by the second / '/ 

grade, but, because of lack of /^&W 

time for baking and glazing, / " $ 

they will be kept for future {. /^ J* 

USC Fig. 6.— Stairs. 

The interest and aid of 
these groups of older children were thoroughly enjoyed by the 
first grade. 

The colors chosen for the outside painting of the house were 
stone-color and brown. The painting, staining of the furniture, 
and papering were done in springtime, when the same kinds of 
work were being done in the children's homes. This fact gave 
zest to the work in school, as well as suggestions as to how the 
work should be done. 

Rugs of colored worsted were woven on simple looms. The 
looms were made by the children of this and another first grade. 
The weaving process was exceedingly slow and tiresome, and at 
the end of the year not one rug was completed. One has been fin- 
ished during vacation, and three more may be finished at home. 

Next year the second grade will weave rugs for us on better 
looms, by which more rapid results may be secured. The weav- 
ing by the first grade will be of a larger kind — raffia mats for 
the kitchen and bathroom, and hammocks for the attic playroom. 



